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NODIS/ KHMER 

.SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA 


REF: BANGKOK 6030 


1. WITHIN FRAMEWORK ESTABLISHED IN MY TALK WITH PRIMIN, WE 

HavE continued in several channels 
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VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THEIR ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA 
TEMPTED TO REFINE AREAS IN WHICH WE MIGHT HELP. 

DAWEE AGAIN THURSDAY; PRINCIPAL SUBJECT OF THAT 
POSSIBILITY OF DIRECT THAI MILITARY ASSISTANCE, 

CHANNEL, ALSO DISCUSSED SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
AND HIS PEOPLE HAVE BEEN MEETING WITH RTAF TO DISCUSS T-28 
QUESTION. POMIL COUNSELOR IS IN CONTINUING TOUCH WITH KRIANGSAK 
TO PULL TOGETHER LOOSE ENDS AND KEEP TRACK OF THAI THINKING AS 
THEY CHURN OVER AMONG THEMSELVES AND WITH CAMBODIANS DIFFICULT 
PROBLEM OF ROLE THAI CAN PLAY IN SHORING UP CAMBODIAN 
DEFENSES. IF PRESENT PLANS HOLD, GEN. PRAPHAT'S MISSION WILL 
LEAVE FOR PHNOM PENH WEDNESDAY AND WILL LEAVE BEHIND THAI 
EMBASSY STAFF (BANGKOK 6234). THAI DELEGATION, WHICH WILL INCLUDE 
DAWEE, GENERALS CHAIRATANA AND KRIANGSAK, AND DEPUTY CHIEFS OF 
SERVICES WILL CONTINUE ASSISTANCE DISCUSSIONS WITH CAMBODIANS 
AND ATTEMPT TO GET A FIRSTHAND PICTURE OF THEIR NEEDS. 


2. FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE THAI IT IS PRETTY • 

CLEAR THAT THEY THINK THE CAMBODIAN ARMY IS IN ALARMINGLY 
POOR SHAPE AND UNABLE TO COPE WITH THE SITUATION WEST OF THE MEKONG 
UNLESS HELP IS FORTHCOMING. THAI SEEM TO THINK THAT NOTHING 
MUCH CAN BE DONE ABOUT NORTHEASTERN CAMBODIA WHERE THE ENEMY 
IS EVIDENTLY MAKING AN EFFORT TO KEEP OPEN OR REOPEN LINES OF 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE NORTH THROUGH SOUTHERN LAOS, PARTICU- 
LARLY VIA SE KONG IN RAINY SEASON. THE THAI CLEARLY HOPE THA 
ARVN WILL TAKE CARE OF THE SITUATION FARTHER SOUTH ALONG THE 
CAMBODIAN- VIETNAMESE BORDER AND ARE CONCERNED, AS ARE WE, 

ABOUT REPORTS OF DETERIORATING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CAMBODIAN 
POPULATION AND RVN FORCES. HOWEVER, THAI THINKING IS PRIMARILY 
FOCUSED ON THE SITUATION AROUND PHNOM PENH AND THE NEED TO BUT- 
TRESS THE LON NOL GOVERNMENT, AS WELL AS ON MILITARY DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN CAMBODIA WEST OF THE MEKONG WHICH OBVIOUSLY HAVE THE 
MOST PRESSING SECURITY IMPLICATIONS FOR THAILAND. 
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3.. AS FAR AS THEIR OWN ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA IS CONCERNED, 

THE THAI HAVE ALREADY BEGUN TO MAKE AVAILABLE OR WILL SHIP 
SHORTLY SUCH ITEMS AS JUNGLE AND RUBBER BOOTS, MOSQUITO NETTING, 
CLOTH FOR UNIFORMS, SOCKS, CANTEENS* THEY SAY THE CAMBODIAN 
FORCES NEED NEARLY EVERYTHING AND HAVE STRESSED REQUIREMENTS 
: FOR COMMUNICATION, TRANSPORT AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES, INCLUDING 
ANTI-MALARIA DRUGS. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THE NEED TO BE AS 
SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE ABOUT REQUIREMENTS AND PRIORITIES OF CAMBODIAN 
UNITS, THE THAI HOPE THAT AN ASSISTANCE PIPELINE OF TRANSPORTA- 
. TION EQUIPMENT COULD START FLOWING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. I 
: WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH DAWEE ONCE MORE 
BEFORE THE DEPARTURE OF THE PRAPHAT MISSION, BUT I DOUBT 
WHETHER WE WILL HAVE A MUCH CLEARER PICTURE OF SPECIFIC 
CAMBODIAN NEEDS BEFORE THEIR RETURN TWOARD THE END OF NEXT 
WEEK. (DAWEE TELLS ME THAT RUCK CONVOY WILL CARRY SUPPLIES 
TO ARRIVE SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH PRAPHAT* S MISSION SO THAT MISSION 
CAN TURN OVER SUPPLIES TOGETHER WITH TRUCKS WHICH' CARRIED THEM.) 

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT ONE OF THE PRPOSES OF THE MISSION IS 
TO SET UP CONTACTS TO SURVEY AND CLARIFY CAMBODIAN REQUIREMENTS 
AND TO LOOK INTO BEST- MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION FROM THAILAND TO 
CAMBODIA. IN THIS CONNECTION, I HAVE REPEATEDLY IMPRESSED ON THE 
THAI THAT WE HOPE THEY WILL ASSIST CAMBODIA TO THE BEST OF THEIR 
ABILITY AND THAT WE INTEND TO WORK THROUGH CAMBODIA'S FRIENDS 
AND NEIGHBORS REGARDING REQUIREMENTS THAT THEY CANNOT MEET FROM 
THEIR OWN RESOURCES. 


4. ESTABLISHMENT OF CAMBODIAN MAP FUNDS SHOULD ENABLE US TO 
REPLACE EQUIPMENT FURNISHED BY THE RTG. I NOTICE QUESTION OF 
END USE HAS ALREADY COME UP IN DEPARTMENT'S PRESS BRIEFING MAY 21 
AND BELIEVE WE WILL NEED TO FOCUS MORE SPECIFICALLY ON THIS POINT. 
PROBLEM COULD ARISE IF EQUIPMENT WHICH OBVIOUSLY OF US -ORIGIN 
GIVEN COVERTLY VIA THAILAND OR OTHER ROUTES TO FORCES FIGHTING IN 
CAMBODIA WERE NOT LISTED IN MAP PROGRAM, WHICH PRESUMABLY WILL 
BE SUBJECT CONGRESSIONAL AND PUBLIC REVIEW AND SCRUTINY. 

WE MUST RECKON THAT PRESS WILL LOOK AT ALL ANGLES OF SUPPORT 
FOR CAMBODIAN FORCES AND SEEK INFORMATION ON HOW AND BY WHOSE 
AUTHORITY IT WAS DELIVERED. THIS WILL ALSO ARISE IF THAIS 
PROVIDE ITEMS TO CAMBODIANS PREVIOUSLY GIVEN TO THEM VIA 

MAP/M ASF; THIS CANNOT BE KEPT COVERT BUT DO WE (AND THAIS) HAVE 
AUTHORIZATION TO SAY ITS TRANSFER TO CAMBODIANS WAS AGREED? 

5. IN CONSIDERING WHAT THAI MIGHT DO FOR CAMBODIA IT IS ESSENTIAL 
THAT WE AND THEY KNOW WHAT OTHER ASSISTANCE MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING, 

NOT ONLY FROM RVN BUT ALSO FROM OTHER PARTICIPANTS IN DJAKARTA 
MEETING, E.G. , JAPANESE. ALSO ESSENTIAL WE KNOW THAT ARRANGEMENTS 
BEING WORKED OUT ON US SIDE AND WHO RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT. 

ILLUSTRATION OF NEED FOR BETTER DISTRIBUTION OF VITAL INFORMATION 
IS JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE SENT SECDEF 222140Z MAY 70, 

SUBJECT: MAP FOR CAMBODIA, WHICH WAS INTER ALIA ADDRESSED 
TO COMUSMACTHAI, BUT NOT, REPEAT NOT, THIS EMBASSY. GP-1. 
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